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(Photo opportunity: Julius Amin is currently teaching a "History of Blacks in the United
States Since 1900" course from 10:50 a.m. to 12:05 p.m. daily in room 126 in the Jesse Philips
Humanities Center during the first summer session, which ends June 21.)
OUT OF AFRICA AND INTO THE CLASSROOM:
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON TO LAUNCH AFRICANA STUDIES MINOR
DAYTON, Ohio- Julius Amin's black history classes are so popular at the University
of Dayton that there's often a waiting list.
When he finishes teaching a six-week summer course in the "History of Blacks in the
United States Since 1900," he's taking 10 students to Cameroon in West Africa for a month.
They will live with host families, visit historical sites and villages and devote two weeks to
service projects. Along the way, Amin said they will leave their "comfort zone" and discard
some misperceptions about Africa.
"There is strong interest in learning about the black experience," said Amin, professor of
history. "It helps prepare students for an increasingly diverse world. Africa is no longer a
distance place that we see in Black Hawk Down and Tarzan. ',Ye see people with the same
aspirations and dreams."
In the fall, the University of Dayton will launch an Africana studies minor, an
interdisciplinary program designed to help students understand historical and contemporary
issues and blur the color line in society and the workplace.
Born out of the civil rights movement in the 1960s, black studies programs have
developed into "a mature field of study" on college campuses, according to an article last
month in the New York Times. There are about 400 black studies programs or departments, of
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which 140 offer degrees, according to the Journal of Blacks in Higher Education. Of those, about
24 give master's degrees and five offer doctoral degrees.
"Our program will be interdisciplinary in nature," Amin said. "It will introduce
students to the life and times of people from African descent, with an emphasis on AfricanAmericans. It will look at the political, economic, social and cultural contributions of black
people in America."
The Africana studies minor requires 15 semester hours. Courses will run the gamut from
modern black literature to cultures of the Caribbean and history of American jazz to black
theology. The departments of English, history, music, philosophy, political science, religious
studies, sociology and visual arts will all offer courses.
The philosophy behind UD' s new minor is practical. "Students must be prepared for
jobs in a diverse world. They must interact within a very diverse society," Amin said. "A
minor such as this on a predominantly white campus fills a vacuum. It moves students to a
broader understanding of the world."
Amin, who's taught black history courses at UD since 1989, is both pragmatic and
passionate when he talks about the value of the minor. "This is an American story that needs
to be told," he said. "(Sociologist and black rights leader) W.E.B. DuBois asked the question,
'Would America have been America without her Negro people?' To answer that question, we
must understand the story. In my classes, students ask, 'What are reparations for slaves?'
This is an American story."
Amin believes the minor will encourage students to expand their horizons and eventually
help society deal with its toughest race issues. "In a world that is increasingly interconnected,
Africana studies will help us to learn more about ourselves," Amin said. "In the long run,
Africana studies will assist us to address more fully some of the urgent social issues of the day
-desegregation, integration, diversity and racial and ethnic equity."
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